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Tones on SFPs as intonations
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ge2 as a paradigmatic case
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





 明仔係幾聰明 ，不過懶啊





 點解你哋個個唔恭喜阿偉生日快樂



Today’s focus
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RISING GE2: A POTENTIAL CHALLENGE
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Three rising ge2 
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



 點解你哋個個唔恭喜阿偉生日快樂



 又會噤耐都有 。



 你自己整 ，佢都冇行過埋去。


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



 點解貓會瞓咁耐



 做乜鬼野會噉



 點解 做乜鬼野佢自己攞嚟衰
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



 做乜鬼野又會噤耐

 邊關我事啫，佢自己攞嚟



 佢去邊度

 佢去
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PHONETIC PROPERTIES
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Starting with some intuition…
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

 點解係咁 ？



 佢咁耐都有 ？！

 邊關我事啫，佢自己做 ！


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Materials  
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

 我知啊，雪菜宋智嘅。



 我想問呢，雪菜宋智嘅？
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

 頂你呀，票數作廢嘅？！



 我同你講，票數作廢嘅。

Materials  
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

 乜野啊，怪獸拆冧嘅！關我鬼事！



 我同你講，怪獸拆冧嘅。
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

 點解啊？抗戰痛快嘅？



 我同你講，抗戰痛快嘅。
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Procedures
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Result

Yip & LeeWOC-20

20





Introduction   #1 Non-uniformity #2 Phonetic properties #3 phonological
○○○○ ○○○ ○○○○○○○○○●○○○ ○○○○○



Duration

Yip & LeeWOC-20

21

-5.576294174

11.66270421

-1.03095816
-2.234921486

-4.217955508

1.098762159

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

PossD PossQ SFPB SFPD SFPF SFPQ

Z
-S

C
O

R
E

Introduction   #1 Non-uniformity #2 Phonetic properties #3 phonological
○○○○ ○○○ ○○○○○○○○○○●○○ ○○○○○



Duration

Yip & LeeWOC-20

22

-5.576294174

11.66270421

-1.03095816
-2.234921486

-4.217955508

1.098762159

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

PossD PossQ SFPB SFPD SFPF SFPQ

Z
-S

C
O

R
E

Ge2:
Blaming (SFPB) and Defending (SFPF) 
are shorter than Reason (SFPQ)
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Fundamental frequency (F0)
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ge2:

Blaming (SFPB) and Defending (SFPF):
- Higher F0
- Generally rising pattern 

Reason (SFPQ):
- Lower F0
- Fall-rise pattern
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Possessive Q (PossQ)

=Reason (SFPQ)

→Might be a genuine LH%
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Interim summary
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PHONOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS
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Boundary tones
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
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



 佢唔嚟
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



 唔嚟咩佢



 唔嚟 佢
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Phonological constraints for ge2
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

 點解會嚟 佢







 又會咁耐都有 佢



 邊關我事啫，自己做 佢！
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
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Rising ge2 Duration Contour Middle of 
intonational phrase

Reason ge2 Longer Fall-rise * (prolonged)

Blaming ge2 Shorter Rise OK

Defending ge2 Shorter Rise OK

Take-home message: 

ge2 differs in intonation: one has LH%, 
another two has NO boundary tone



Right-dislocation as a diagnostic
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

 佢聽日返唔返學 佢聽日返學

 聽日返學 佢 聽日梗係返學啦佢



 原來聽日返學 佢 原來聽日返學㗎佢
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