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Recall: Tsai (2008)
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 完句問題



阿 在哭

阿 哭著



阿 一直跑著
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“Third” type of aspects
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

阿明喊喊吓
阿 哭著哭著



阿明一直喊喊吓
阿 一直哭著哭著



阿明喊喊吓 瞓著咗

阿 哭著哭著 睡著了
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“Subordinate affixes”
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
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Outline
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Subordination 
constraints

Adverbial 
constraints

Temporal operator 
movement

Low attachment sites Intervention effects
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Two constraints



Subordination constraints
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

喺 阿明喊喊吓 嗰陣 ， 我走咗






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



因為阿明喊喊吓，所以我走咗



雖然阿明喊喊吓，但我唔會走
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Adverbial constraints: QAs vs. non-QAs
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



佢一直喊喊吓，我走咗



我成日睇睇吓書 嗰排 ，佢去咗旅行
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

佢尋日喊喊吓，我走咗



佢喺地鐵度喊喊吓，我走咗
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Proposal

Temporal operator movement



Proposal: temporal operator movement
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CP

C

…AspP

Asp’

OP
[Q]

-haa VP…

[uQ]
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Rizzi (2001, 2004):
Feature-based Relativized Minimality
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





✗
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Deriving adverbial constraints
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



✗
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Temporal adverbial clauses as relatives
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







The matrix  temporal argument

modifies
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Ngo [hai keoi haamhaam-haa gozan] zau-zo我喺佢喊喊吓嗰陣走咗
‘I left while he was crying.’
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CP

TP

AspP

Asp’

OPi

[Q]
-haa

‘cry’

VP

[uQ]

‘he’

ZeitPi

‘the time’i

P
‘at’

PP

ZeitP

TP

‘I’

AspP

AspP

‘left’
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Deriving subordination constraints
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 →



→

 →




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Low attachment sites
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

佢 唔敢 睇睇吓書 瞓著 㗎

 法
佢 點唱歌法

佢 點 睇睇吓書 瞓著 法
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Intervention effects
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Intervention effects
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Focus
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

你只喜不喜歡一個人？

你只認為李四為什麼看偵探小說？



阿明淨係食食吓呢碗麵，我煮咗隻蛋。
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Existential operator: you有
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

有人 沒有人跑不跑？

有人 沒有人為什麼辭職？

 有

有人 冇人跑跑吓，校長就嚟咗。
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Negation
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 他沒 不跑不跑？

他沒 不為什麼辭職？



我未 唔 唔係睇睇吓書，佢嚟搵我。
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Quantificational adverbs
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

張三常常跳不跳舞？

張三常常為什麼跳舞？



我成日睇睇吓書 嗰排 ，佢去咗旅行。
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Wh-nominals
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

你想知道 誰喜不喜歡他 ？

你想知道 誰為什麼打了張三 ？



 →




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



邊個瞓瞓吓，老師就發嬲呢？

阿明邊日食食吓飯 嗰陣 ，有人搵佢啊？
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Intervention effects (summary)
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* * *

* * *

* * *

* * *

OK OK OK
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Conclusion
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An implication: Aspects are not just aspects
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Asp, T

Asp

Asp, CP

Yes

No, incompleteness effects

No, subordination
constraints
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