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Three Discontinuous Constructions of Cantonese Verbal
Suffix Can

Ka-Fai Yip
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

It is suggested that Cantonese verbal suffix -can indicates that whenever an action is taken, a
result will subsequently happen. This article argues that, indeed, -can expresses inchoative aspect
and universal quantification. With the empirical evidence from quantification scope, subject-object
asymmetry and faan-can, as well as the theoretical consideration of discontinuous constructions,
it is further shown that can may undergo (c)overt head movement across the subject: the unmoved
-can locates below the subject, forming discontinuous constructions with jat ‘once’ and cici ‘every
time’ respectively; the moved -can locates above the subject, forming discontinuous constructions
with faan ‘every’.
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